
Principles for being at work with God

1. �When the church is at work with God some will _______  
and some will ______.

	� In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: 
Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
(who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 
Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted 
and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them 
off. The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, 
went down to Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 
When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of 
God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their 
helper.  (Acts 13:1-5 NIV)

2.	� �When we are at work with God we need to look for 
open ___________.

	 �On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear 
the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the crowds, they were 
filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was 
saying. Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We 
had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and 
do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn 
to the Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has commanded us: 
“I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 
salvation to the ends of the earth.” When the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all 
who were appointed for eternal life believed. The word of the 
Lord spread through the whole region. (Acts 13:44-49)

3.	When we are at work with God we will not be_______.
	 �From Attalia they sailed back to Antioch, where they had been 

committed to the grace of God for the work they had now 
completed. On arriving there, they gathered the church together 
and reported all that God had done through them and how he 
had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. (Acts 14:26-27)

	� Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, 
for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, 
as I should. Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation 
be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone. (Colossians 4:2-6)
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